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- 240 Students and 1 and 3/5 Teachers - ee rs 
A Junior High Developmental Reading Program . 


INTRODUCTION = - 
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Based upon the assumptions 1) that a complete Language 

M Arts program includes instruction in reading, writing, listen-. 
ing, and speaking, 2) that limitations of personnel, time, 
materials, and facilities are placed’ upon, instructional programs, 
3)- that instructional programs must fdpction within these 
limitations, | and 4) that continued instruction in reading’ jae 
is necessary on the Junior High level for all students, the 
following. ‘Language Arts program was developed by the Language, 
Arts faculty | ‘to ’meet the individual needs of the 850 seventh, 
eighth and ninth graders at Finn Hill Junior High School, lake 
neSHine ros School District #414, Kirkland, Washington. - — ¢ 


Each student is required one Henlon of Language Arts each 
semester during his Junior High experience. Since Language -. 
‘Arts is Such an,"all inclusive" type of course, it was decided 
to require developmental redding on the séventh grade level, 
composition (including grammar) and media on’ the eighth ears 
level, and literature and speech (including drama) on, the. 

- ninth level. During that period of time, the: faculty would 
. ' gagnose the child's instructional level and progress as far 


* 


as time allows in that academic area. 7 
oe ® ‘ 
“This” paper will outline the seventh grade Developmental f° 
Roading program. eee ” - 7 
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- t@acher-aide can manage a larger number of student 
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SeaNes GRADE DEVELOPMENTAL READING PROGRAM | ° 
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Program eave: 7 e oe 
: Approximately. 240. seventh grade students wit reading 


levels from 3.0 to 16.0. participate in. the, Develor pmental | 


r Reading classes. Eight (8) heterogeneously mixed. sections 


sare scheduled ‘with an average: 0 ‘thirty’ (30) stude nt8 per. 
Pp 


Reading; and Roger Long is assigned the remaining 
‘three. sections. ’ The District provided Carol Richards:as a 
ull- time teacher-aide to work in the lab under the ‘super- 
vision of the two teachers. ‘ - 
Ali planning is completed by the team. Both teachers 
teach the same content areas simultaneously so nh the | 


lab. . 
The fifty-five. ( (85). minute class period is. di ided : 

‘into two - parts; the first fifteen minutes are asal 

“large group instructional period, and the last 35 minutes 


as a 


‘are’ used for small group - -instruction. 
st r The purposes of the large group snbieite are :. (1) to°. 
. provide a time for the students to become acquainted with 
“each other and to establish’ class, rapport and spirit, 2) to 


allow students to. ‘be. havolved ina heterogeneous group 


oe situation, 3) to. conduct school and class business, announce- 


ments, etc. j and 4) to provide a Eee ty of netivities for 
motivation. 


i The last 35 minutes of the period are used ionl aati 
: , sroup and individualized ‘instruction. The purposes) for a ey 
small groups are: 1) to provide mdre personal contact . between 


the child and teacher, 2) to provide inethuctiul. ‘on a more 
appropriate level of sophistication, ' 3) to ‘help the ‘oid 
“use both supervised and non-supervised ting sdvauteqeonely: 
and 4) to make the most efficient isuklt o certified and non- 
certified: personnel. ‘ c 
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Arlene Alton is assigned five. ‘sections of Develop- 


‘in the_ 
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’ students are grouped, according to' their reading abilities. Pa 


‘The class of 30 students is divided into five groups eg 
with approximately six (6) students per group. The: group’,* v 
‘assignments are’ getermined using various test results (Iowa 
Silent Reading Test) and teAcher recommendations , and the 
A weekly schedule is established. for the. small ‘group 
instructional program. Each student! Ss schedule includes 
one perjod for each of the following. ‘activities: Dixected fea 
Reading, Follow- -Up, Library, and ‘two, Laboratony peridds.. 
The Directed Reading’ and the oT 1low-Up are under the © gutid— 
ance of the, teacher. The lab. periods are “supervised ‘by 
the Teacher-Aide. (See Attachment #1) - . . 
A typical day' Ss schedule would be as tQMONSE 
Operation of Program. ‘ pi os sales ‘ 
“On Tuesday Mrs. Alton would have Group | ‘At for Directed 
Reading, Group ‘BR’ for Follow-Up, and Group 'D' for Library 
or Frée Reading, totaling about 18 students. Mr. fone would 
‘have the sane groups for the ‘Same type of, instruction. Mrs. 
Richards would have both’ 'E' groups. for a self- directed 
activity such as ‘R.F.U. lessons,, and both By groups fora .. ° 


se 


self- directed ‘vocabulary exercise, elias about 24 students. * 
‘te provided in ce eo ; 

large group and Smadt group instructional situations. 

"(See Attachment #2). 

Directed Readin i-Follow-Up Activities - ; 

For better’ instruction and more efficient preparation, 


"A wide variety of activities 


an 


e Directed Reading instruction ‘and the Follow- -Up . activities 
for‘each group are Ubu L ly structured around the same content 
‘area. For example, throughout the week's schedule, each group 
may work on "Dictionary Skills", but each. group' s Aneta 0 
tion and activitigs will be on its appropriate level of ss 
sophistication. : : 
Library and Free Reading’ - coe 

‘ Each week _the student has one period. to read feds a book 
of his own seleggiort, to do word puzzles, to do other "fun" 
type activities, or to’ complete any make-up assignments. The 
children ate required to bring a book to class each day*to 


read in case they complete. the assignment before the end of 


ee eae & oF 4 -3- ° 5) . j": ae 
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; Library and Free Reading (Continued) 
i : 
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the period. pine this period Library passes are issued by 
the Aide to those students. who need to renew theiy books or 
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: : return and check out new books.. ' ; 

: : Reading Laboratory’ - ie } os o™ 

; ~The two periods in the lab are supervised by ‘a Teacher 
Aide. |The students' assignments are administered and moni - 


x 


toted by the Aide. The pri amiga ar 


back, : a er 


Record Keeping and Grading - ‘ 
ge oi "* Folders aré issued: to each ‘student at the beginning. ‘of . 
the year and are kept in the classroom. ° Stands dized answer 


YO a ‘sheets were devised for each major lab assignment. Thege 
ae _ srecord sheets aiid’ other assignments are kept in the student 
folders and examined periodically ‘by the teacher. - — 
Letter grades are assigned at the conclusion of each. 
quarter, Evaluations are based upon the number of assign- 
ments completed and participation in class. The teacher Pra : ‘ 
and the Teacher-Aide confer on the child's progress, and ) 
the quarter grade’ is then determined by the teacher® - ‘ 


e _ Advantages aiid Disadvantages'of Program - - , : : 
& The teachers identified the strengths. of the program as: 


® p A it‘allowed for indjviduelized ‘instruction and individual 


difference as each group was made up of five to seven students 
with similar reading Strengths and weaknesses, 2) the directed 7 
Be "reading instruction could be more personal as the number of 
students involved, in each’ session was limited, and 3) the F ' 


” 


follow-up | activities which were 'self- directed type of activi-, & 
. ties were “supervised and monitored by the Aide, allowing the 

. ¥ teacher time to work more personally with the Directed Reading 1 

Ae 4 o groups. Although - ‘the repetitious weekly schedule required Q . . 

t ~ additional teacher effort to ‘avoid monotony, it was felt thak?. ! ve 

. it did provide ir dae the students and incréased their be 
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Advantages and Disadvantages. (Continued) ee 
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to paptiaionte in- heterogeneous classes, ee social 
and emotional advantages. for, each phiid. vy a a) * 


Pisatvent sees ofrthie program were. fier: One wadett aan 


adult wereabial eeiuanda: dation “weakness: ide that nemé sdiad 
students do not <pechive suttictent, .persongl instruction a a 


without tite seaweaee t supergision af’ the teacher’ 

Students evaiuation included many positive comments.) : 
Students identified specific activities ’which: were valyable. n 
experiences. They enjoyed the small group: instructional) 


approach, the variety of activitibs provided, -and felt ¢ 6: . 
lessons were on their level on instruction and competen y+, es . 
; _ Many stated that: they "really got to ‘know the teacher" this se 
year. Many students indicated the repetitious weekly hedule 
provided for good instruction and security. tw ‘. 
a ‘5 However, the’ most frequent Regaine comment concerned 
the repetitious weekly schedule. A few students felt/ the ) 
repetition was boring and that more variety should have been . e 
@ancluded, ’ On the other hand, a few students felt there was ’ , | 
too much variety provided and it was difficult to "keep { - ik 
track of everytHing". ~°*- ree e - 6 | 


2 ‘Results of the 1975-76 Program - , a 
i ‘A total of 238. students participated <n the 1975- 76 


developmental reading ‘program. Seventeen (17) new students ‘ 
-were enrolled thrédghout the year, and fifteer. (15) students © 
were withdrawn. * A total of 207 students completed the program, 
and the following anelysis is Based upon those 207 students. ' 
The entering and exiting reading levels of the seventh 


grade students (1975-76) were identified using the Towa - : -~ | 
‘ te : . x ‘i, - “ 
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‘Program: Results. (Continued) 
AQ - “ . ~ ~ =- ~ y -_ 5 e -- 3 - - - - . Ces ~ ~*e ~ - - a oo © 
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4 ; Silent Reading tests, Forms Am and Bn. 50.7 percent of: the. 
entering students read below grade. eve1¢ 15.4 percent of ; 
entering seyenth graders read at grade level; and 33. 9 per-. 
cént of| entering seventh graders read above ‘grade level. 
ae. . (See. Attachment #3), ‘Entering and Exiting Reading Levels, 
1975-76): for : a. complete analysis of the paege ys and post- 
“test ‘results. . 2s eats , 
. ‘Post-tests results: adie ited the totlowing changes: 
he 20.8 percent of the students were reading below grade 
level; 10.6 percent were reading at grade evel; and 68.6 
vo percent were reading above grade level. ; ee 
; Attachment #4 (Student Achievement tn Reading, 1975- 76) 
@- os ” reports the achievement 0 roe the children. involved in the 
a See cate, program. Expectations TOF a successful student in this 
, program were one full year (1. 0)" of growth or acheivement. 
77.3 percent | of the students reflected an achievement of 
1.0 or more. . : 
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oe i ae Subjective gouluettone included student questionnaires _ 
| and faculty evaluations. Attachment #5. indicates the results 
of the student questionnaires. The over-all results of this 
survey reflect a positive neaction by the SROAERTE to the 
program. : 


Comparison of the 1974- 75 dunes group program wiih: the . 
@ . 1975- -76 small group instructional program supports ht ee 
/  ,  ™“ ment of instruction of the small group program and itS con- 
tinuation. (See Attachment #6 for details of this comparison) , 
In conclusion, considering the large number of students 
a ‘enrolled, the wide variety of student achievement levels; ‘the 
—— limited number of certificated teachers involved, and the ba 
lack of remedial. assistance provided, it was determined that 
the strengths outnumbered the weaknesses of the program and 
ipo oS”, was’ recommended, that the program be Beng satus at Finn Hill 
ft, - Junior High School. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
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THE FOLLOWING ARE PARTIAL LISTS OF, INSTRUCTIONAL 
CONTENT. AREAS “AND, ACTIVITIES FOR EACH OF Tue Fave Groups. 


Lapse Group (Frast ‘15-20 MINUTES) 


+ 


1, RATE IMPROVEMENT. °°” — : 
_ 2, SPELLING INSTRUCTION “~~ | | , | : 
Ms . 3, HAND-WRITING PRAGTICE $3 

ss _ 4, ORAL READING OF PLAYS AND POETRY 

5, ORAL READING TO CLASS BY TEACHER 

, 6. DicTIONARY STUDY Loe om 4, i, Ee 
& 7, VOCABULARY AND SPELLING GAMES ce ‘3 _, 
| 8, NOVEL | ese 
Directep READING AND FoLLow-up 
1, .. READING, FOR MAIN IDEA. Sa E 
2, READING’FOR DETAILS 7 
3, DRAWING CONCLUSIONS : 


4, READING IN THE CONTENT AREAS (Science, MATH, 
‘ _ (+ SOCIAL STUDIES AND. LITERATURE) 


« 


. 5, . SKIMMING AND SCANNING : 
6, RATE OF READING 
: ~ 7, » DICTIONARY AND REFERENCE BOOKS | 
eo | 8,. - VOCABULARY (PREFIX, SUFFICES) | i a 
| 9, -QUTLINING p *4 
’ 10,.  Nover 
Reapiue LABORATORY . . , te : pe) 
— | 1, TEACHER PREPARED STUDY GUIDES AND WORK SHEETS OVER ~ 
-SPECIFIC TOPICS, j | . at 
2, READING FOR UNDERSTANDING (R.F.U.) as eee 
3, Stannard Jest Lessons In READING © | | -° 
‘ “4, §.R.A. READING’LABS, RATE BUILDERS ~~ =. = 4 
. 5 , 


- S.R.A, VOCABULAB 
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ATTACHMENT #2 ConTINUED = . 


SPECIFIC SKILLS SERVICE ~ “ 

WoRD PUZZLES a3 

READING SKILL FILE ™*. 

Test) LESSONS IN READING REASONING 
Reaper's WorksHop Kit II _ 


ra ; 

FREE READINGS 
LIBRARY CHECK-OUT 
WoRD PUZZLES AND GAMES 


COMPLETION OF MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS 
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“ATTACHMENT #5 


_ COURSE EVALUATION OR "SPEAK our" “el Be 

. Please’citcle the number that ©” see po ON 5 a . 

you feel best describes: Bagh of -the vo. , is a 
following: er, a ee ae 
7 oo SS 
e: : : mo s -.% 0 o- 
I Materials. : _ . + f 68 > a 
“1, Vocabuld® 110 252 554414 5 4 
26 Reader' 8 Workshop _ ie s r Wf eB. S¢ 3268 4265 & 4 
Be RFU. Fees oe Lo ae 3 #2, 435 5 22, 
* 4, Rate Builders it | - tye 2 rE 3 $4 4/9 5 ae 
De MéGraw-Hi WA Vocabulary ats ¥ L462 37 3 49 4 3/ 5 2 
6. *"McCal1-~Crabbs Standard Test | , we 3 pee 
Bat Lessons in Reading _ 7. il @é Sb 3 70 bie ae or 
- e@ 7+. Reading Comprehension Series a 9 2 B ES S/ 4 28 5/0 ” ; 
8. Be A Better Reader series § 1/3 2 $0 3 43 434.5 4 « 58 
af Qe Thinklab — 0° Wy 2 es 3 37 4245 @B hie 
‘fo: . The Spell of: Words: . Bde 292 3.36 427 5 2/ . oe 
ths. sak Dictionary a ph W 2 #0527 43752 oy 
| “43. ‘Smnonjns /Antonyas/Hononyn | 1 qe 2 ay 3 #432526 -: | 
iioy¥'1Be, Barnell/Loft series, Getting - 
; es’ the.Main Idea, Using the 1 /o° 2 13/5 34 4 4 5 /3 
Gay c 
fae oe CanEKNs TORSTIAS Answers, et, anys ta 
L@ Ve. -Brilipacers i « a 1/3, 2 ef 3 4g 428.5 ja 
oo . ; ‘ : y 3 i 
ee 2 oN Matter Ge Pee we? ; 
: ; 
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«° Spelling . 


Roots/Prefixes/Sutt xe B10, BAG BTR 4325 23. 


“a a 2245 3 yi eae eae-. 
Handwriting . 4a I} 2 20 3 37 4 #6 525°, ie 


Reading in the :Conten ‘sven een 4 7. = ae Ee 2y 4 44: 5 38 
(Social Studies, Math, Seience) 


~Tnproving Reading Speed, eS 2 243 2F 4445 38 


' 5 ° i 
ATTACHMENT #5 (Con rwugp) 3 
‘ > a Course Evaliation NE "Speak out" _ ery Exe sient 
= Fair Good * Gon 
6, Vocabulary Development be 2 FO aie 4QY¢ - or 
2. Word Parking Lots Re a es 5p 4 395 fo” 
8. Synonyms and Antonyms © ae a JQ 2 203 524385 19 
9. Dictionary Usage : ae ly 2 473 36 4 3/5 Is : 
10. Main Idea study 7 » ye hee 2.35 3 s2 4225 42. ; 
11. “SQ3R ’ | ! ‘ss 19 2 433.35 4265 12 | 
"12. anguage Study Unit © | = 1/9 2 393 y2 4 2OKs2 
: III Teaching Organization ; es | . a _ 
. 1. Kio << ; ‘ ’ « 
w do you feel about doing 9, 
class work in groups? . F 2 saat >. Sf ta 7 ? are 
 @- 2. How do you, feel about rotating ie | ‘p , ) 
@ petivities on a weekly basis? 1 £ e We. Z ge EGP EB : 
at : oe. a a | 
“pls * ig : : ’ * 


De, ae you feel the teacher gave Pe 
Neg you enough time .and perso i PUY 2 20 3 3 4 ae oe 
f attention? ew Ml cen , - 
a 


4. Do you feel that the gtbup’ “Jou \ ) ue’ 
. were assigned to was -t praghy 1 yO 2 g 2 oF 37 5 48 ri 
group for you to fi . ‘ hs. 
cted - 


5e Do you feel the 


Reading periods alte helpful? L 9 2 20 5 we 4 365 ay 


iii 
* Be DS you feel: the tie nUp or ee me 
.." . periods were neipes to youn Lei? 2.293 32% 9 5: 28 
@ '. learning? © : . 
: os Do you feel ‘the Reading Lab bs et Ne 
- work was helpful to your l9 2 203 ¥6455 523. 
learning? | : : ce. Sig a) 
are 8. Were . library/free reading ; ; ? / : 
: peraees well spent? . j 47 2 13 3 / 6.4 255 7 
ee ~ :) { ; : 
. Oe et ee SE RIT TS 
ee 5 a 2 Nea ‘ "8 
er og eo wp adh es 
Oy 150 : 
a « “ m ‘ 
' ‘ : “my 
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Redes “COMPARISON oF are pe ae 
: ey — (975-76 | ENTERING RND 
EX! pie READING FEVELS\ .- 
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